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ASA Western Coordination Office

MEMORANDUM for Director, Space Flight Development

Subject: Attendance at SR-183 Midpoint Briefing March 24-26,
1969 at Air Force Ballistic Missile Diwvilsion,
Los Anpeles

1. At the reguest of Mr. Kewell Sgnders of NASA lead-
quarters, I attended the subject briefing on the SR-183
project. Actually I was present on the first two days of
the briefing but not on the third day. A copy of the agenda
for the meeting 1is attached hereto.

2. ©SR-183 is one of a series of space project studies
initiated by the Advanced Systeus Studies Divislon of the
BMD Millitary Spece Systems Division. The subject matter of
these studies is roughly divided into three categories.

Earth oropital systems
Lunar systems
Interplanetary systems

SR-183 1is concerned with the establishment of a lunar observ-
atory. The study is scheduled to be of about one year dur-
ation and at the time of this briefing had reached the mid-
point.

3. The SR (Systems Hequirement) concept of which SR-183
is an example, involves the following elements:

g.- Industry-fAir Force team

b.- Air Forece provides guldance

c¢.~ Industry provides study

d.- Study brings more effort to bear on Air Force
programs

€.~ Otudies lead to development of weapons systems

4. The companies that undertake oF studies for the Alr
Force do so largely at their own expense. However, as the
income of most aircreft compenies comes mainly from the
government, it is obvious that the studies are paid for by
the government with the cost appeering as overhead charges
on military contracts.







