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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: XS 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20546 

18 January 1971 

Dr. Emme 

Gene : 

Here is  t h e  material Hugh Sidey kindly dug out  of 

h i s  a t t i c  f o r  me.  It c o n s i s t s  of S idey ' s  l e t t e r  of  6 January 1971 

(mislabeled "December 6, 1971" -- h i s  s e c r e t a r y  used t o  be t h e  Saturday 

Day Evening P o s t ' s  s ec re t a ry  i n  the  Washington 

carbons of t e l e t y p e s  Sidey s e n t  from t h e  Washington o f f i c e  t o  N e w  

York, and carbons of p re s s  telegrams Sidey sen t  from Houston, S t .  Louis, 

ql, 
s o  I understand t h i s ) ,  f l '  
f r h n t  1 - 4 .  

4 

e tc .  t o  New York while he w a s  t r a v e l i n g  with JFK. 

I don ' t  know how much t h i s  w i l l  add t o  w h a t  you a l ready  know, 

but i t  does provide f r e s h  eyewitness material. 
1/3 
[56- 

Robert Sherrod 
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Dear Bob: 

TIME - LIFE I FORTUNE 
SPORTS ILL\; +?RATED 
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008 SIXTEENTW STREET. N. W. - , L &  * -? d ,*, 
l$p I \  

WASUINOTON, 0. C . 2 0 0 0 0  
POL- 293-4300 

/ 6r 
3 PIcombet 6, 1971 

I f i n a l l y  dld It. I took soma time over the 
holidays, went up to  the a t t ic  and dug up the old 
f i l e s  but, as you might expect, the one tha t  I w a s  
most interested in ,  I could not find. This is a 
curious buslness. I now vaguely recol lec t  t h a t  I 
loaned i t  and some other material to  someone else. 
I don't recall who i t  was  o r  under what conditions, 
but I poured through s tacks of t ha t  f i l e  paper and 
j u s t  couldn't locate  it. 
tha t  evening iL the White House, when Kennedy ca l led  
me in and I ,t with h i s  people around the Cabinet 
table. Ac- -Ly, chat -=y prove less important t o  
you &an o f  rhe material I did f ind and send 
along ior you to  look at. I think my account of t h a t  
meeting as l a i d  out  in my book i r  pre t ty  complate. 

That I s  the  f i l e  concerning 

Iat me  here put down some other thoughtr. 

As you remember, after the  Soviet man orbited,  
there was  a grea t  cry about our space e f for t .  LIFE'. 
ed i to r s  asked me t o  do a piece pointing out how we 
were lagRing in t h i s  race and, i f  poerible, revealing 
what we planned to  do about It. 

I went to Ted Sorensen and talked a t  oome length 
t o  him, expresring the feel ing in our organization tha t  
the U.S. ought t o  ge t  In this race. I believe i t  was 
the next day tha t  Sorensen said he wanted t o  ree me. I 
went to h i s  office, late In the  day, and sat d a m  a few 
minutes and we t a lked  a bi t .  Then, suddenly, he stood 
up and said: 4hy don't you ask the Prerident theee 
quartLons? ;:me on." Then, wo walked down the h a l l  to 
the Cabiner Ru- a d  the group was gathered there. 

! 
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A t  about the lame t i m e ,  Kennedy came In. He sat 
at h i s  t r ad i t i ona l  place and he pulled the cha i r  out 
at  the end of the table  f o r  me and he said: 
you r i t  a t  the head of the table. 
I, of course, was pre t ty  stunned by a l l  t h i s  although I 
kmw the t ~ n  thara, eroept for Webb. tknuedy than tutuad 
t o  me and said; "Now, what questions do you have about 
our space program? T e l l  everybody and maybe we can ga t  
some answerr." 

"Here, 
That'r a good place." 

I then went through the usual series of questior:s 
about j u s t  where did we stand and what did we plan t o  
do, It appeared t h a t  we had f a l l e n  behind and had no 
incentive to catch up and tha t  Russia would indeed 
dominate space, and get  t o  the moon before we did. Then, 
Kennedy took over the meeting and went around the table, 
asking each of the  men--Webb, Dryden, B e l l ,  Wiesner- 
t h e i r  thoughts. 

It was  a pre t ty  nebulous report. The main thing 
everybody was  hung up on w a s  the projected cos t  t h a t  
might be a t  the outside as much as fo r ty  b i l l i o n  dollars.  
Dryden cobld not give any f i rm s c i e n t i f i c  assurance tha t  
we could even get  t o  the moon a f t e r  spending a21 tha t  
money. Dave B e l l ,  Budget Director, w a s  the most pesslrnis- 
t i c .  I guess tha t  w a s  because he had the job of jw,-&L.ig 
the books. I recall h i s  kind of muted horror a t  the 
thoughr of launching a project  t ha t  w a s  so ravenous and 
so vague i n  promised resul ts .  Webb, at3-I reported in the 
book, launched i n t o  kind of a bureaucratic paean but then 
got  down to  the f a c t  he thought it could be done and we 
could t r y  it. Wiesner, who was  slumped down i n  h i s  chair  
so f a r  that h i s  head seemed t o  be a t  table  level ,  didn' t  
even take a position. My impression wao tha t  he was  
somewhat negative about the whole idea, but I couldn't 
be rure  of that.  
Kennedy seemed preoccupied with the s i ze  of the engines we 
were developing and the fact t h a t  the Russians had bigger 

, 

That might have been j u s t  hio manner. 

ones . 
fn the  material tha t  I've sent  along, you w i l l  oee 

a sentence typed a t  the end of a proposed text piece f o r  
I;LFp. When I aaw that, i t  jogged my mamory aome more. 

i 

In the meeting, Kennedy complained throughout about 
the f a i l u r e  of oc ien t i s t s  to  give him hard a n m r s ,  A l s o ,  
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about t he i r  f a i l u r e  t o  live up to promises once they 
were given. 
meeting. He, too, slumped down i n  h i s  chair. A t  one 
point, ha had h i s  f e e t  a t  the edge of the Cabinet tab la  
and he was pushed back on the hind legs of h i s  chair  
and teeter ing there. He kept running h i s  hands through 
h i rha i r ,  rapping hie  front t ee th  with his f inger  nails, 
a familiar nervous gesture. A t  one point, he examined 
h i s  shoes thoroughly, which were on the edge of the 
table,and he tore  off a piece of rubber so l e  tha t  was 
loose. I got the fee l ing  then t h a t  Kennedy's mind w(u 
always ahead of those men who were tes t i fying.  There 
was  an aura of impatience, l i k e  he'd heard t h i r  a l l  
before and he was  hoping tha t  maybe some place there  
would be something new t h a t  he could grasp. 

Kennedy was very anguished during t h i s  

I a l so  got the feel ing then tha t  Kennedy vi 
beginning t o  ge t  the feel of the challenge. I, CJL 
course, suspected tha t  this whole thing was some kind 
of show business f o r  my benefi t  to show tha t  Kennedy 
was  i n  there grappling with the problem. But, both 
before and after Kennedy's death, I talked t o  Sorensen 
about i t  and he ins i s ted  that was  not the case. He sa id  
t h a t  space had not been very much on Kennedy's mind up 
u n t i l  the Soviet manned f l i gh t .  After that, he had taken 
a new intereot. 

My inquiry was  another ca t a lys t  t ha t  made Kennedy 
realize what a big nat ional  concern i t  .might be. Kennedy's 
i n t e r e s t  grew from tha t  t i m e ,  Sorensen told me, and there 
never w a s  any question after that ,  t ha t  he w a s  i n  the race 
f o r  the moon. , 
challenge. 
invented i t  all,  s ince i t  combined a l l  those elements of 
intel l igence,  courage and teanuork tha t  so intrigued John 
Kennedy. 

I must say t h a t  it was a classic Kennedy 
If it hadn't been s ta r ted ,  he might have 

A t  the end of tha t  meeting, Kennedy turned t o  me 
again and asked i f  a l l  pry questions had been answered and 
I sa id  something to the effect tha t  they had been answered 
but, yet ,  there w a s  no answer to the big question about 
going to  the moon. Kennedy repl ied tha t  I could see how 
d i f f i c u l t  i t  w a s  to ge t  answers to  these queotioas, and 
the real problemwao whether we wanted to rpend tha t  
Smmenoe amount of money for apace when we had eo many 
other  preoaing needo to meat. 

! 
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Kennedy ended the meeting, as I wrote &A the  book, 
with t h a t  b i t  about finding an anower even if i t  had t o  
coma from the jani tor .  He got up and the other8 jumped 
up. I was st i l l  flabbergaated by the whole performance 
and, of course, he knew it ,  and ha gave m e  ouo of thore 
w r y  g r i m  and raid roo~athing about okay, go write a good 
article . 

Later on, I asked Sorensen what then had happened. 
Ted to ld  me t ha t  he and Kennedy had gone back i n t o  the 
Oval Office and talked about i t  some mre. He had given 
Sorensen the job of making rure  t h a t  he got the proper 
reports.  "I'm determined t o  ge t  an answer," Kennedy to ld  
Sorensen i n  thaameet ing between the two. Sorensen r a ld  
he f e l t  that  was/particularly important t i m a  in t h i s  
whole process of faahioning a space program. On t ha t  
Friday evening, according to  Sorenaen, Xennedy began t o  
really ge t  the f e e l  of what thir whole thing might mean 
t o  hio Presidency and t o  the United Stater .  
ment generated then never lagged. It b u i l t  up u n t i l  hi. 
death. 

That exci te-  

Bob, you look through these f i l e s  that I extracted. 
They were about other  moments of 13pace. I think there 
may be soam helpfu l  material about the  argument between 
Wiasner and NASA offlclalr down at the  Cape in Kennedy'r 
preoence. 

I'll continue t o  look f o r  that other  material. But I 
suspect t h a t  the important partr are i n  the book or In 
thics letter. 

If there  are any quertiono, give me a call. Meanthe, 

' 

Mr. Robert Sherrod (XS) 
Federal Office Building 16 
Room 6077 B 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Wuhlngton, D.C. 20546 . 
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It came fiAally 

alone with a key 

determinatlon can 
. .  

.4, 

even later F'riday evening when k~sxra8 

aide he said he was determined t o  get cm 

be an awesame thing. 



TC: i<OFFETT, LIFE; PARKER, TIME 
FT3Mr SIDEY (WASHINGTON) CAC) 

SPACE TEXT PIECE CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS: 

1 0  WE MISSPELLED JERRY WIESNER'S NAME AS YOU PROBABLY HAVE 
KOT"9 0 

ON PAGE 3, FIRST PARAGRAPH, DR. WIESNER HAD DINNER WITH DRo 
) ? r Y T  BAHBHA, CHAIRMAN OF THE I N D I A N  ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSXON. 

3. ON PAGE 4 ,  LAST PARAGRAPH, WE SHOULD INSERT I N  PARENTHESIS 
S3.:Z ZXPLANATION OF KENNEDY'S "TIRED" STATEMENT. MAKE IT8 "HOWEVER 
TI'''E5 ANYBODY MAY BE (OF TAKING SECOND TO THE SOVIETS I N  SPACE), 
A N 3  NO ONE IS MORE TIRED THAN I AM ooo. W 

4. ON PAGE 5 WE WOULD LIKE TO CHANGE THE SECOND PARAGRAPH, 
!E*? ^ T V I N G  A FALSE IMPRESSION THAT KENNEDY H A S  BEEN INDIFFERENT. 
CA:; ',.2 YAKE I T  READ8 

WITH WHICH HE TREATED THIS QUESTION OF OUR ROLE I N  SPACE VAS UN? 
CHARACTERISTIC AND THE PERVADING CALM WITH WHICH THE NEW MOSCOV NEWS 
WAS ACCEPTED I N  THE WHITE HOUSE WHILE THE REST OF THE FREE WORLD HAD 

"FOR THOSE WHO REMEMBERED.THE FLAMING DAYS OF 
JOHN !.(ZNNEDY'S CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRESIDENCY, THE EDGE OF IMPATIENCE 

A N X I O U S  MOMENTS SEEMED HARDLY THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW FRONTIER," 

5 0  ON PAGE 5, BETWEEN THE LAST TWO PARABRAPHS (FOLLOWING THE 
LAST QUOTE FROM HIS CAMPAIGN SPEECHES) CAN WE INSERT A SHORT PARAGRAPH 
G I V I N G  KENNEDY THE BENEFIT OF A DOUBT. HOW'S THIS8 

"THE SEEMING EASE WITH WHICH KENNEDY SWALLOWED THE RUSSIAN 
TRI'J?IPH VAS DECEPTIVE. HE WAS ANGERED TO BE THE POLITICAL VICTIM 
C!: THE MISJUDGMENTS OF OTHERS. HE V A S  AWARE TOO THAT I N  THIS SENSE 
XISTORY CAN BE CRUEL. DESPITE WHAT HAS G G N X  BEFORE, HE IS THE ONE 
FAPECTED TO SAVE THE DAY NOW,' 
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WASKIO/NYK - SIDEY - PAGE 2 

6 .  ON PAGE 6 ,  SECOND PARAGRAPH, CAN VE CHANGE THE FIRST SEN- 
TENCE TO READ THIS WAY: 
CLEAR WEAPONS OUR MISSILES WERE DESIGNED TO BE SMALL AND NOW THEY 

"BECAUSE WE LEARNED HOW TO MAKE SMALL NU- 

DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH THRUST FOR ADVANCED SPACE PROBES.' 

7 .  I N  THE SAME PARAGRAPH C A N  WE CHANGE "SMALL ATOMIC BOMBS" 
TO "SXAtL ATOMIC WARHEADS;" H A G S  IT MORE ACCURATE. 

8 ,  O N  PAGE 6 ,  FOURTH PARAGRAPH, SECOND SENTENCE, MAKE IT  READ 
"MANNED SPACE RACE" INSTEAD OF JUST "SPACE RACE," OTHERWISE IT  IS 
WRONG. 

9 .  STILL ON PAGE 6 ,  LAST PARAGRAPH, MAKE IT READ "...A SPEW- 
LFTIVE TARGET DATE FOR L A N D I N G  A MAN ON THE MOON UNDER AN EMERGENCY 
EFFORT," 

10. ON PAGE 7 ,  LAST OF THE SECOND PARAGRAPH, CAN WE ALTER IT 
TO SEAD: "WITH THESE PROBABILITIES DO WE THEN LEAPFROQ A N D  A I M  TO 
DEVELOP ONE OF THE MONSTER ROCKETS THAT CAN TAKE MEN DEEPER INTO 

INTO ORBIT THAT CAN BE USED FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS OR SCIENTIFIC 
lXPERINEN"S?" 8 

SPACE 0- PERHAPS TRAVEL TO PIARS OR VENUS - OR-PUT HUGE PLATFORMS 

11. O N  PAGE 7, NEXT TO LAST PARAGRAPH, THE SENTENCE SNOULD 
READ: "FURTHER, HE IS LEAST INFORMED I N  THIS FIELD." THE EXTRA 
"THE" MAKES HIM SOUND LIKE THE MOST IGNORANT MAN 
SPACE, 

12. ON PAGE 7, BOTTOM OF THE PAGE, CAN WE 
(XAPH OUT THIS WAY: "HE HAS MADE SOME IMPORTANT 
THAT HELP DEFINE OUR INTENTION OF STAYING IN THE 

W BUT THEY ARE MINOR TO WHAT LIES  AHEAD 0.0 

I N  THE COUNTRY IN 

START THAT PARA- 
DECISIONS ALREADY 
MANNED SPACE RACE. 

13, PAGE 8 ,  THE AMOUNT OF INCREASE I N  THE SPACE BUDGET REQUEST 
SHOULD BE $125 MILLION INSTEAD OF $120 MILLION. 



V A S H ~ O / N Y K  - SIDEY - PAGE 3 
1 

140 ON P A G E  10, SECOND PARAGRAPH, MAKE THE QUOTE R E A D S  "ROOSE- 
3 VELT WAS C O N S I D E R E D  CRAZY WHEN HE S A I D  WE COULD M A K E  50,060 P L A N E S  

'3 
A YEAR RUT WE DID IT WITHIN TWO YEARS,." 

15. FINALLY, HERE'S ONE OTHER PARAGRAPH FOR THE END OF TWE 
S T O R Y  IF YOU WANT IT8 "IT CAME F I N A L L Y  LATE FRIDAY NIGHT WHEN ALONE 
IJITH A KEY A I D E  HE S A I D  HE WAS D E T E R M I N E D  TO GET AN ANSWER TO THE 
SPACE R I D D L E .  JOHN KENNEDY'S DETERMINATION CAN BE AN AWESOME THING."  3 
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VAY THAT H I S  

THE MAXLET HfiD 
ALUPIG WITH SORE 

DEEOSSaRAT IONS. 







. c  

-3 

. 

f -', 
'.,. 




